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LOWE/BRADFORD - DILLINGHAM 


Marguerite Lowe/Bradford had an interesting if tragic life. After the death of her first husband, 
J.C. Lowe in 1930, she married A.H. Bradford in 1931. She seems to have taken over the reins 
of running the company upon Bradford’s death in 1937. 


Daily Alaskan Empire, Juneau, May 4, 1935. 

Mr. and Mrs. A.H. Bradford were in Juneau this morning 
while the steamer Alaska was in port on their way to Seward 
where they will join the floating cannery Santa Flavia of the 
Lowe Trading Company, of which Mr. Bradford is manager. 


Daily Alaskan Empire, Juneau, Sept. 24, 1937. 

A. BRADFORD PASSES AWAY 

Well known Alaska Cannery Man Dies Suddenly at Anchorage. 

Anchorage, Alaska, Sept. 24- Alexander Bradford, Bristol Bay cannery operator, is dead 
here as the result of a sudden heart attack. The remains will be sent to Seattle for intern- 
ment. 


Bradford held interest in three canneries and was also head of the Lowe Trading Com- 
pany, operating a string of trading posts. 


Daily Alaskan Empire, Juneau, May 23, 1939. 

BUSY SUMMER AT DILLINGHAM AWAITS MRS. BRADFORD 

On her way to Dillingham, Bristol Bay, Mrs. A.H. Bradford was in Juneau today, a passen- 
ger on the Yukon. 


With the village booming - twelve new houses have been built there this spring and other 
new building in progress - Mrs. Bradford is adding a bakery and a butcher shop to the 
interests of the Lowe Trading Company of which she is President. 


The Lowe Trading Company operates the trading post, the- 


atre and restaurant in Dillingham and with its new enter- (+. | 
prises will assure Mrs. Bradford a busy summer. Sy sree Si 
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Daily Alaskan Empire, Juneau, April 25, 1940. 
Mrs. A. H. Bradford, owner of the Lowe Trading Company at Dillingham, Alaska arrived 
in Juneau from Seattle last night aboard the ATT Lockheed... 


While south Mrs. Bradford completed her seasons buying for her business in Dillingham 
which includes a trading post, restaurant, theatre, and which is managed by her brother 
HW. Griffin. 


Daily Alaskan Empire, Juneau, November 2, 1940. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Griffin are southbound passengers aboard the Denali, in Juneau last 
night. They are from Dillingham where Mr. Griffin is manager of the interests of the Lowe 
Trading Company owned by his sister, Mrs. A.H. Bradford. 


Daily Alaskan Empire, Juneau, Dec. 16, 1942. 
GRIFFEN OPENS LAW OFFICE, DILLINGHAM 


Harold W. Griffen, of Dillingham, Alaska has announced the opening of an office for the 
general practice of law. 


continued on page 133 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


This issue was supposed to be the last issue of the year, 
mailed in November. But...I had it pretty much done 
with some interesting content, but decided to push it 
back, and bring you this instead. This seemed more fit- 
ting considering the enclosure with this newsletter. 


Since this is the 10th issue for the year, subscriptions 
are now due and an order blank is enclosed. For those 
of you who do not renew, I would like to thank you for 
your support this past year, and hope that we may be of 
service in the future. 


There will be a bonus 11th issue this year. I think you 
will find it interesting, maddening, depressing,heart 
breaking and enlightening. Too much? 


I decided that I needed to make the Dillingham 
Fisherman’s Co-Op chit booklets go away. So, I am 
dumping them on you. Each subscriber who receives 
this by mail should be receiving one with this issue. 


Those of you who receive this by email will receive one 
along with the renewal order blank. Please do not re- 
new before you receive the renewal form. Having 
that piece of paper has saved my butt a couple times 
when I screw up the mailing labels or email list. 


eBay was rather slow this month, with one new, un- 
listed token selling for $878. We will bring you more on 
this token in the future. 


So it is Dillingham and Douglas in this issue. See page 


141 for some nice tokens from these and other towns. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - J.D. Williams 

Southeast Alaska Correspondent - Mike Schmetzer 
Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Chitina, Chitina Bar, 12'4¢, B-unl 878.00 
Cordova, Northern Drug, 25¢, B-28a 57.00 
Fire Island, NCO Open Mess, B-1d 35.000B 
Gambell, Reindeer Comm. Co., $10, B-1h 99.760B 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, $1, B-1c 52.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 87.89 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 78.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 76.00 
Sparrevohn, 719 ACS Sqdn, 25¢, B-1f 23.06 
(Sutton), Coal Dollar 181.50 
Hudson Bay Co., Eastern Arctic, 100 38.25 
AYPE, Encased Cent, round 57.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Reserve; 
RNM = Reserve Not Met; W= withdrawn BIN = Buy it now; 
BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not Sell; SUP= 
sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the Record. 


PRICES REALIZED 
OCTOBER. 6 AUCTION 


LOT BID 
275 Bethel token 50mb 
276 Chatanika token 40mb* 
277 Cleary toekn 45mb 
278 Excursion Inlet tokens 85mb* 


279 Gambell tokens 25 


280 Hoonah tokens 38mb* 
281 Mountain Village tokens 60mb* 
282 Tonsina token 45 
283 Noorvik tokens 60mb* 
284 Nome tokens 50mb* 
285 Savoonga tokens 40mb* 
286 Seward token 130mb* 
287 Shishmaref tokens 40mb* 
288 Teller tokens 45mb* 
289 Valdez token 90mb* 
290 Pioneers of Alaska medals 50mb* 
291 Mis-struck Pipeline medals 300mb* 
292 1992 State of AK 4 oz. gold medal —_1,175mb* 


293 Iditarod Winner’s medal 45 


294 2000 State of AK 4 pc gold set 3,450mb* 
295 (4) 4 oz. AK silver medals 125 
296 State of AK 1/10 oz. gold medal 260 
297 Fairbanks Coin Club tokens 130mb* 
298 Joe Vogler booklet 50mb* 


299 Roadhouse booklet 45 
mb=sold to mail bidder * = reduced bid 
Total bid reductions - $570 
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LOWE/BRADFORD - DILLINGHAM, cont. 


Griffen, member of the Washington and Alaska bar, 
is a graduate of the University of Washington Law 
School and has been manager of the Lowe Trading 
Company for his sister, Mrs. A.H. Bradford, at 
Dillingham. 


Daily Alaskan Empire, Juneau, April 8, 1946. 
“TUBBY” GRIFFIN IS VISITING HERE 
Howard W. Griffin, manager of the Lowe Trading 
Company at Dillingham and President of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Bristol Bay, has arrived in Ju- 
neau to spend several days here. 


Mr. Griffin, known professionally as “Tubby” is a 
former All-American football player. 


As manager of the Lowe Company, he has under his 
jurisdiction a theatre, restaurant, several lodges and 
a store. The property is owned by his sister, Mrs. 
Marguerite Bradford. 


Daily Alaskan Empire, Juneau, January 8, 1948. 
DEATHS OF ALASKANS UNSOLVED 

Bodies of Griffen, Ernestus Taken to Anchorage - 
Mrs. Griffen Critical 

Anchorage, Alaska Jan. 8 - Discovery of the un- 
marked bodies of two Alaska men, apparently killed 
together in a home in the isolated Bristol Bay settle- 
ment of Dillingham, confronted authorities today 
with what appears to be a clueless mystery. 


The victims were Harold W. (Tubby) Griffen, 46, 
former professional football player and business- 
man, and Martin Ernestus, 42, fisherman and can- 
nery worker. 


Mrs. Griffen, found in the Ernestus home with the 
two dead men is reported in critical condition at 
Kanakanak. A visitor from Dillingham reported she 
has a fractured wrist and possible skull fracture. 


Bodies of the two men have been flown here by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations agents. 


Neither man had been knifed or shot, the FBI said, 
and a four hour autopsy failed to disclose the cause 
of death. Their organs will be sent to the FBI labo- 
ratory in Washington. 


Griffen, well known in the Seattle area, was a foot- 


ball center at the University of Iowa in the mid 19205 
and on graduation organized and played on the 
Portsmouth, Ohio, Lions, one of the early pro foot- 
ball teams. He later came west and graduated from 
the University of Washington law school. 


Subsequently he went north to the Bristol Bay area 
to manage the Lowe Trading Co. Post owned by his 
sister, Mrs. Marguerite Bradford of Bellevue, Wash- 
ington. He also managed the Bristol Bay Chamber 
of Commerce. 


Daily Alaskan Empire, Juneau, January 15, 1948. 
DILLINGHAM TRAGEDY IS NOT SOLVED. 
Anchorage, Alaska, Jan. 15 - A strong possibility 
exists that the unexplained deaths of two Alaska men 
in the isolated Bristol Bay area were caused by ex- 
posure, Clinton Stein, FBI agent in charge here said 
today... 


Belief that death may have been caused by expo- 
sure was prompted by discovery that the fire in the 
house had gone out and that the temperature fell to 
around 10 below that night, Stein said. 


These people were not Cheechakos. I have to believe 
they would know how to deal with the heat going out. 
My money is on carbon monoxide poisoning, and then 
the heat went out. 


The Beacon of Dillingham, March 27, 1953 

Peg Bradford returned home March 21 to take over 
her duties as manager and owner of the Lowes Trad- 
ing Company. Glad you're back, Peg...but bet you 
had a wonderful time. 


One of many known “mint sports” with an original ob- 
verse paired with a very unlikely reverse die. 


133 


Fox was in Douglas as early as 1885. This is another 
early token! 


Douglas Miner, August 26, 1896. 

Leave your order with PH. Fox for a fine fitting suit 
of made-to-order clothing. Prices range from $13 
upwards. 


And in the same issue: 
Order your tailor-made clothing from P.H. Fox, 


agent for the Royal Tailors of Chicago. 


—— 


a 


Douglas Miner, September 23, 1896. 
It doesnt make any difference whether you are a 
bi-metalist, mono-metalist or even greenbackers. I 
will lay the odds of 16 to 1 if necessary that you all 
have sense enough to buy your clothes where the 
best value is given and that the line of fall and win- 
ter samples which P.H. Fox has received from the 
Royal Tailors will be the means of securing and 
holding your trade. 


There are many more ads for P.H. Fox, but I thought 
these bits were interesting. I have had a very beat up 
Royal Tailors token in my collection for years, if I could 
only find it. I never expected it to have an Alaskan con- 


nection! 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


laroaussnoon, 
g 


‘Che Island Fotel ==, 


ALGIM BARITELLO, Paoracron i 


“Best Grades Wines, Liquors, and Cigars | 


i NO (INFERIOR GRaNOS 
1 Penuity Trade Setiettedttems Belteare FRONT SE, DOUGLAS | 


sent cneccsnstonmn eee eeL Mette 


Douglas Island News, February 3, 1909. 
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— PLA POA 


Ae IN 


GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
HOXOM 
Groceries & Provisions, Dry Goods, 
Boots © Shoes, Hats & Caps, Cothing, 
Hardware, Crockeryware, Queensware, 
Paints * ils, Wall Paper, Varnishes, 
Furnishing Goods, 


Ladies’ & Gents’ 


MoE FTIR weet 


“THE BETTER THE GRADE 
THE BIGGER THE TRADE” 


PALACE OF SWEETS - 
DOUGLAS B-31 


Douglas Island News, June 26, 1912. 

The Palace of Sweets, the new place of Maude and 
Lily Liljestrand, will be open for business tomorrow 
(Thursday) evening. Candies and confections, ice 
cream and soda water, cigars and tobaccos are in- 
cluded in the list of good things for sale. The Pal- 
ace of Sweets is located in the new O’Connor build- 
ing, Third street. 


Douglas Island News, December 12, 1912. 

Are you ready for the question? All of you who want 
to buy a nice box of candy for your wife, mother, 
sister or sweetheart, answer by sending one from 
the Palace of Sweets. M. and L. Liljestrand, Propri- 
etors, Douglas. 


Full Line of 


CHRISTMAS 
CANDY 


per Yon 


FANCY BOXES 
Just Received 


Christmas Cigars 


Palace of Sweets 


(Next to Lyric) — DOUGLAS 


eden = shana a 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, December 17, 1917. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, October 14, 1918. 
Douglas, Oct. 14. - Miss Maud Liljestrand, propri- 
etor of the Palace of Sweets for a number of years 
has disposed of her business interests to Mrs. Alice 
Pettigrove, who will continue in the same line of busi- 
ness at the present location. M.J. O’Connor, who 
owns the building has purchased the fixtures and 
Mrs. Pettigrove will continue to rent from him. To- 
morrow is the last day Miss Liljestrand will be in 
charge. Mrs. Pettigrove taking over the business 
Wednesday. Mrs. Liljestrand desires to thank the 
people of the island for their generous patronage 
in the past and is only discontinuing on account of 
her duties at home. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, December 15, 1918. 
NOTICE 
I am retiring from business. All bills due me will be 
collected at the Palace of Sweets, and I will pay all 
claims against me at said place. 
Miss Maud Liljestrand 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, January 21, 1920. 
CLOSED ON ACCOUNT OF SICKNESS 
Douglas, Jan 21.- The Palace of Sweets has been 
closed for several days on account of the illness of 
the proprietress, Mrs. Alice Pettigrove who was suf- 
fering with an ulcerated tooth. 


Is there something appropriate about this illness? 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, February 14, 1920. 
TO CEASE BUSINESS THIS MONTH 

Mrs. Alice Pettigrove, who has been running the 
Palace of Sweets for the past year is preparing to 
close up her establishment about the last of Febru- 
ary. 


DOUGLAS CIGAR STORE. 
B-9 


Douglas Cigar Store or “D” Cigar Store does not ap- 
pear in any of the Douglas newspapers. 
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The first appearance of the Douglas Opera House is in 
1900. 


Douglas Island News, May 30, 1900. 

The Douglas Opera House is fast nearing comple- 
tion and Prof. Klein and his force of men are fol- 
lowing close upon the heels of the carpenters with 
paint and brush. 


Prof. Klein has painted a sign on the end of the 
Douglas Opera House next to the channel that can- 
not fail to attract the attention of the navigator of 
those busy waters. Yea verily! he who runs, or he 
who rides a boat, may read. 


Douglas Island News, June 20, 1900. 

The Douglas Opera House will be opened on June 
30th. The building is nearly completed and it is one 
of which Douglas may well be proud. The bar room 
is now receiving finishing touches under he skilled 
supervision of Prof. Klein, who is painting as the 
principal decorations two large pictures, the one of 
the harbor of Havana, with the battleship Maine 
laying at anchor in the foreground and Moro Castle 
in the distance, the other of Muir glacier. The latter 
is copied from a photograph and is in itself a rev- 
elation to the uninitiated. Between the two stands of 
Justice, with sword and scales and sightless eyes. 
The windows are of plate and stained glass. The 
bar and fixtures are to be on a par with the excel- 
lence of the balance of the fittings. We congratulate 
Mr. Gius on the possession of one of the finest places 
in Alaska. 


Douglas Island News, July 4, 1900. 

GRAND OPENING 
The Douglas Opera House was thrown open for in- 
spection of visitors last Saturday evening. Mr. Gius, 
the proprietor, had given orders that everything 
should be free to all comers and the house was 
crowded at an early hour with a very jolly crowd. 
Mr. Gius is justly proud of his new quarters and we 
feel that the volume of business will be improved as 
well. 


-Phouglas 


PAAAUNANHOU 


OUSE 


pera 


S. GIUS, Prop. 


E “ OPEN ALL NIGHT + *| 


SHOW EVERY EVENING 


Claret Wine, Bottled Beer, Bottled 
‘Porter. All Kinds of the Best Do- 
mestic and Imported Liquors 
Always in Stock. 


TheDouglas (OperaHouse 


Douglas Island News, June 18, 1902. 


Hot and Mixed Drinks 
a Specialty. tet te 


Ads ran in nearly every issue of the Douglas Island 
News. 


An identical ad in the November 4, 1903 issue of the 
Douglas Island News has Rudolph Troll replacing S. 
Gius as proprietor. 


And sold yet again. 


Douglas Island News, November 4, 1908. 
John J. Penglase, proprietor of the Douglas Opera 
House... 


The last ad for the Douglas Opera House ran on Au- 
gust 2, 1911. 


Douglas Island News, June 11, 1913. 

Down at the Douglas Opera House where once all 
was bustle and life peace reigns. The yell of the chief 
herder, the rattle of chips and the merry laugh of 
lassies is heard no more. All is changed. Where once 
the stage rattled and shook beneath the feet of a 
buck-and-wing dancer, a sober six-hole range softly 
smokes. It is now only a quiet, peaceable hotel with 
dining room in connection. As in days gone by, 
drinks may be had at the bar. The old Opera House 
has changed with the times. Formerly no one wanted 
to sleep, and tho noise made it impossible. Now it is 
so quiet that you feel sleepy when you enter the door. 
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JOE HILL-sELDOVIA B-2 


Seward Daily Gateway, March 4, 1927. 

JOE HILL PURCHASES PROPERTY IN 
SELDOVIA 

C.W. Wagner, who temporarily is employed by the 
Seward Bakery during the illness of the proprietor, 
George Schmitt, announces the sale of his business 
in Seldovia to Joe Hill. Until a year ago Mr. Wagner 
was located in the thriving inlet town where he con- 
ducted several businesses. Mr. Hill arrived in the 
city last week and is returning to Seldovia on the 
S.S. Starr. The purchase price was not made public. 


When in Seldovia 


Stop at 


JOE HILL’S PLACE 


Dance Hall, Pool Room, Barber 
“THE BEST IN TOWN” 


Rooms, Restaurant, Movie 


Seward Daily Gateway, March 14, 1927. 


Seward Daily Gateway, March 23, 1931. 
Basketball is being started in Seldovia to wile away 
the long winter hours. The Seldovia Herald reports 
that Joe Hill’s place has been rented for a few months 
and it is there that the workouts and games will be 
held. 


Wrangell Sentinel, September 27, 1935. 

Seldovia is going to have talking pictures, the vet- 
eran of silent picture theaterman Joe Hill having 
equipment on hand for installation of a modern 
playgoing house. Even with his outdated silents Mr. 
Hill has enjoyed good patronage, but a recent news- 
reel showing Woodrow Wilson making a fervid 
speech in his second campaign proved too much 
for even optimistic Joe, so he decided right then 
and there to give Seldovians their money’ worth in 
up-to-date sound pictures. 


Daily Alaska Empire, December 11, 1940. 

FIRE AT SELDOVIA 

Fire leveled the bar and dance hall of Joe Hill at 
Seldovia recently, despite efforts of residents to halt 
the flames. The fire started in the living quarters of 
the Hills and spread rapidly. 


Daily Alaska Empire, February 19, 1941. 
COURT GRANTS TWO LIQUOR LICENSES 

Joe Hill of Seldovia and Floyd Frederickson of 
Unalaska were granted beverage dispensary liquor 
licenses. 


CHARLES SWIHART 
DOUGLAS B-38 


Douglas Island News, March 13, 1912. 
Chas. Swihart has resigned his position as receiv- 
ing clerk at the wharf. 


Douglas Island News, June 26, 1912. 

Charlie Swihart, who operates a store on St. Ann 
avenue, has put in a stock of drugs and patent medi- 
cines. 


Douglas Island News, November 13, 1912, 

Your attention is called to the store of Chas. S. 
Swihart on St. Ann avenue, near the hospital. Charlie 
now has a very complete line of Drugs, Patent Medi- 
cines, Toilet Articles and Drug Sundries. He also 
does picture framing, a nice line of mouldings, and 
has for sale pictures, views of local scenes, Holly- 
wood prints from famous paintings, Madonnas, etc. 
A pretty handing place, and he invites you to call. 


Douglas Island News, January 22, 1913. 
Chas. Swihart has accepted a position at the foundry 
and enter upon his duties last Saturday. 


Charles Swihart’s token seems to have a very short 
life! 


While Charlie is going to work a different job, he is still 
framing pictures. 


Douglas Island News, March 5, 1915. 
Charlie Swihart makes frames and frames pictures. 


He continues at the Treadwell foundry at least until 
April, 1917. 


IS? 


PEDRO D. SANTOS 
Ketchikan B-54 


Alaska Daily Empire, May 2, 1923. 

Death of Woman Results in Arrests on Narcotics 
charges 

Five men, three Filipinos and two Chinamen, were 
arrested in Ketchikan yesterday charged with vio- 
lation of the narcotic act, and were arraigned be- 
fore U.S. Commissioner at that place. Their trial has 
been set for May 4 next. This is according to advices 
received by U.S. Marshal George D. Beaumont. The 
men under arrest are: Pedro Santos, Victor Martinez 
an Donald Cobriato, Filipinos, and Ah Be Ben Chin 
and Mok Moon, Chinamen. 


The arrest resulted from the death of Bessie Arnold, 
a women of the restricted district in Ketchikan, April 
29, said to have been caused by an overdose of 


narcotics. 


No further mention of Pedro is found. 


JUNEAU B-17 


Alaska Daily Empire, April 2, 1922. 
CONSUMERS PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 

All bids heretofore submitted on the stock, furniture 
and fixtures of the Consumers Protective Associa- 
tion are hereby rejected. New bids will be received 
at office of R.E. Robertson, City, until 12 o’clock 
noon, April 6, 1922. Bids must be sealed and sub- 
mitted on same terms and conditions as call for bids 
advertised in the Alaska Daily Empire Reed held 
last Saturday. Those to whom certificates were 
granted are: Archie Lawrence, William S. Sheakley, 
Ross Sheakley, Silas Dalton, Sam Osborne, Lonnie 
Huston, David Lawrence. 


What does “certificates were granted” mean? 


See page 94 of the September 2019 issue for more in- 
formation on the Consumers’ Protective Association. 


WHAT?’S DICK READING? 


GUARDING THE GOLDFIELDS, The Story of the 
Yukon Field Force, by Brereton Greenhous. 1987. 


In 1898, the government of Canada, wishing to empha- 
size it sovereignty over the Yukon, sent a militia unit, the 
Yukon Field Force to establish a fort at the junction of 
the Yukon and Pelly Rivers - Fort Selkirk. The Force 
was there until 1900. 


This book is mostly the journal of Edward Lester, found 
in the ruins of the fort. It details the arrival of the Force 
in Wrangell and the trip up the Stikine River. It then 
follows the force on the overland trek to Lake Teslin, 
and then down the Teslin River to the Yukon. Hard- 
ships were endured, yada yada yada. I don’t mean to 
make light of this. I know I could never have done it. 
But that is not why I read this kind of book. 


Fortunately, on page 168 my patience was rewarded. 


Monday, October 3rd 

There are still numbers of people passing in to 
Dawson, but very few are now going out. Many of 
the former traders taking in goods on scows, & some 
of them stop here & supply us with goods at some- 
what cheaper rates than those we can get here. 
Prices are very high & the commoner the article the 
scarcer it seems to be, for instance, salt is almost as 
valuable as gold just now. In English money, To- 
bacco is 12/6 a pound, Milk 3/- a can, Candles 6d 
each, Sugar 2/6 per lb, Butter 5/- per lb, Eggs 4/2 
per doz, Cigars 2/- each, Whiskey L1.12.6 per bottle 
or 2/- a drink. Newspapers 2/- a copy, Ink 1/6 a 
small bottle, Golden Syrup 20/ per gallon, Pipes from 
4/- etc.* 

*One pound sterling equalled approximately five 
Canadian dollars. 


Remember those cardboard Cassiar tokens we offered 
in the September, 2021 issue with the 8/- markings? 

If a pound was $5, then 4 shillings was a dollar, a shil- 
ling was 25¢! But the 8/- marking on the above token 
would be equivalent to $2, not $1 on the token. 
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THE SPUR 


Since Jan and I live in town now, we have been going 
out to eat on Saturday night to any place we can walk 
to. There are quite a few. 


This past Saturday, we went to “Mom’s Cafe,” and it 
was in the Spur, a bar/night club. The building that it is 
in used to be (back in the 1970s) a Sears catalogue 
store (remember those?) at the corner of Cushman and 
Gaffney. 


Since I was in a bar (a rare occurrence), I had to ask 
about drink tokens. Two were in use: blue for one beer 


and brown for one drink. 


The Spur is the latest incarnation of what started as the 
Silver Spur Nite Club on the Old Rich Highway, owned 
by Rex and Bonnie Gavin. They also owned the Grey- 
hound Lounge. If memory serves me, the Greyhound 
was across Airport Road on the opposite corner. The 
Silver Spur was country and western, while the Grey- 
hound was 50’s rock n’ roll. “Apple Joe” is depicted on 
the Greyhound side. Memory fails us, but we think the 
Gavins “invested” in greyhounds. Odd as it may seem 
for Alaska, they were not the only ones doing so in the 
70s and 80s! 


Another Gavin business was El Sombrero Restaurant, 


which also had a bar. It was just a block back from the 
intersection of Cushman and Airport. 


Rex Gavin had these made as a fun way to own silver. 
Jerry had these minted before we joined forces but failed 
to record the mintages. He thinks between 400 of each 


were minted. 


These are all available for purchase on page 142. 


NOME IN 1900 


Douglas Island News, April 11, 1900. 
THE CITY OF NOME 


Nome has six bakeries, twenty saloons, five laun- 
dries, twelve general merchandize stores, three sec- 
ond-hand stores, four wholesale liquor stores, six 
restaurants, four hotels, six lodging houses, four 
real estate and mining offices, two paper hangers, 
three fruit cigar and confectionery stores, two tin 
shops, four drug stores, two photographers, one 
brewery, three watchmakers, two sign painters, two 
meat markets, one boot, shoe and clothing store, 
one book and stationery store, three packers and 
forwarders, two dentists, Congregational church 
services, Roman Catholic church services, eleven 
physicians, sixteen lawyers, one mining engineer, 
two surveyors, four bath houses, one bank and safe 
deposit vaults, two printing offices, one candy and 
confectionery store, one black smith shop, one as- 
say office, two contractors and builders, one hos- 
pital, one water works, four barber shops two clubs 
and a population of about 3,000. 
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(MONEY TO. 
BURN 


by David Phillips 


HYDER WOOD 


During a recent visit to the very small town of Hyder, 
Alaska (48 people at 2020 census), I inquired at the 
only two businesses still operating in the town, as to any 
possible wooden tokens that might have, or were now 
used therein. 


Dave Phillips in front of The Boundary Gallery Shop 


She explained that “once upon a time” there was a fridge 
magnet attached to the blank side of the wood, but the 
magnet was “long gone.” 


At the first business, The Glacier Inn, the proprietor 
advised there were no tokens used there, nor were ever 
used for a long period in the past. 

‘The Second business: The Boundary Gallary Shap So, since the size, shape and thickness of this wood is 


: : : . the same as all other typical Alaska woods, I have ac- 
gift shop), when the proprietor found out my interest in scabs Hikseaud Hea aiece Alas wod amd aGie 
wooden tokens, gave me a uniface wooden token she P : . . ° 
had iniiie basleot her shop: now listed in the Hyder section of my catalogue. 


DILLINGHAM FISHERMAN’S CO-OP TRADING COMPANY 


THE COUPONS IN THIS BOOK ARE GOOD FOR $95.00 
IN MERCHANDISE ONLY 


FISHERMAN’S CO-OP TRADING COMPANY 


Issued to. 


Countersigned by. 


YOUR BONUS FOR BEING A SUBSCRIBER 
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TOKENS FOR SALE MODERN TOKENS 


FROM THE ARTICLES 
DILLINGHAM 


AUKE BAY 


AUKE BAY, AK. 


Marguerite Bradford, 5¢, B-la 150.00 


eS 6 Auke Lady, one drink, gold on green 12.00 
DOUGLAS 


Lowe Trading Co., 5¢, B-4a 200.00 
DOUGLAS 
Douglas Cigar Store, 5¢, B-9a 50.00 - . 
Atibutiontentative Louie’s, Rain Check, gold on blue 12.00 


175.00 


Snow Birds, one drink, gold on black 12.00 


TENAKEE 
Douglas Opera House Bar, 6’4¢, B-13a 400.00 


Palace of Sweets, 6’4¢, B-3la 275.00 


Tenakee Tavern, one bar drink, gold on red. 12.00 
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TOKENS & MEDALS FOR SALE 
FAIRBANKS VALDEZ 


ie GOOD FOR 
CLUB ONE DRINK 


VALDEZ & $1.00 


Club Valdez, Good for one Drink $1.00, 
white on green plastic 12.00 


The Spur, One Beer, white on blue and One 
Drink, black on brown plastic. 18.00 


Silver Spur Nite Club/ Greyhound Lge, 
1 oz. silver $38.00 


Pipeline Club, set of 4, all black on plastic: 
Beer (green), Well Drink (red), call drink 
(yellow), and Premium Drink (blue). 
Oversized - 60mm. 45.00 


El Sombero Restaurant, 1 oz. silver $38.00 a 


q > 
. \ 
AK ; 
Mecca Bar, Well Drink or Beer, white on Puddle Jumpers Saloon, $6 (drink), black 
red plastic. 12.00 on yellow plastic. 12.00 
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Elks Lodge 2537, set of three, silver 


Elks Lodge #2537, $1.50, black on brown lettering on red, white and blue plastic. 35.00 


plastic. 


LODGE 
#2537 
$1.50 


VALDEE 
ALASKA 


As aeve “VALDEE” 12.00 Eagles Aerie #1971, set of 2, gold on blue 


and white plastic. 24.00 


Elks Lodge #2537, Silver on thin soft yellow 


plastic, oe ae Eagles Aerie 1971, one drink, gold on 


black plastic. 


Elks Lodge #2537, silver on thick hard blue 
plastic, 38mm. 12.00 


Eagles Aerie 1971, one drink, gold on 
red plastic. 12.00 


143 


AND NOW FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT 


STERLING SILVER SPOONS, AND A FORK - $25 each. (handles enlarged) 


a 
~ 


: : N y 4 
3 — |. 

Alaska on the front, “Ketchikan” on the back, moun- Totem pole design on the front, “Alaska Totem Pole on 
tain goat at the top. .423 oz. etaok.-366.08 


Enameled Mountie and “Canada” on front, blank back, Enameled Maple Leaf and “Canada” on front, “Ra- 
“Dawson, Y.T.” engraved in bowl. .412 oz. dium, B.C.” engraved on back. .217 oz. 
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